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HOY HONKER  
JulyïSeptember 2016 Newsletter 

Toward Happier Trees é 

 A rainbow in Racine, from spring 2015 (Kristin Wegner) 

 

Hoy intends to begin distributing our newsletter, The Hoy 

Honker, via email in the future instead of printing and 

mailing physical copies. This is a step that has been taken by 

many conservation-minded groups who wish to reduce their 

consumption of paper and fuel.  

Our virtual version displays all our gorgeous bird photos in 

full color. (We have many excellent photographers in this 

group!) The electronic version is also easier to read: You 

can enlarge the text as needed on your screen, and you wonôt 

encounter the printing issues or shipping damage that can 

happen with a paper copy.  

We understand that not everyone has ready internet access 

or email, so whenever possible, we will continue to print a 

few copies to have on hand at our monthly meetings for our 

members.  

We will read our intent to change the newsletter distribution 

and the associated bylaws during our August and September 

meetings. The intent is that this issue, the July-September 

2016 issue, will be our final printed-and-mailed newsletter. 

The new bylaws will read: Newsletter Committee: The 

newsletter committee shall publish and distribute a 

newsletter to chapter members at least twice a year (having 

printed copies of said newsletter available at member 

meetings when possible). 

Not subscribed to Hoyôs emails yet? Send an email to 

hoynewsletter@gmail.com and let us know youôd like to be 

added to our email distribution list.  

Subscribed, but canôt find our emails? Please make sure 

hoynewsletter@gmail.com (newsletter address) and 

communications@hoyaudubon.org (future address for 

announcements) are added to your address book to ensure 

our emails donôt get caught in your spam folder.  

Want to read the newsletter without subscribing? You 

can visit the Hoy website to access the current Honker and 

past issues at any time: www.hoyaudubon.org 

Renew Today! 
 

Annual renewals for Hoy Audubon Society  

ñChapter Supporterò memberships are due  

July 1. Please note that dues is now $15 per 

individual for the 2016-2017 membership year. 

(See page 6 for renewal details.) 

 

Your dues supports Hoyôs marvelous monthly 

programs, building and maintaining Purple 

Martin and Bluebird nest boxes, and other Hoy 

activities. 

 

Thank you for your support!  

é and New Members! 

 

Hoy carries a sign-up list at our events, but collecting emails 

has not led to a significant increase in membership. In order 

to promote our group in a more meaningful way, we will 

modify the format of the newsletter so the Upcoming 

Activities list can easily be printed as a handout. Having a 

few copies of our activities on hand at Hoy events will 

encourage more return visits and participation. (And it 

amounts to much less paper than printing the entire 

newsletter as a handout.) 

ñWhereôs my lunch?ò 

Cooperôs Hawk, 

thwarted in pursuit of a 

sparrow when it ducked 

into a wood pile 

 

Kristin Wegner 
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Meet a Membird:  

ñBaldyò the Mourning Dove 

We didnôt have any volunteers for our ñMeet a 

Memberò feature this issue, so hereôs the story of an 

interesting avian visitor to our yard. -Kristin           

Back in September 2015, a bizarre bird landed on our multi-level tray feeder 

with a whomp. It was a Mourning Dove, but it took me a moment to figure that 

out. The bird was in great disarray and had obviously survived a recent 

predation attempt. Feathers were torn from the top of its head, exposing a raw, 

red scalp, and the damage continued down its neck and back. Its tail feathers 

were completely missing. Worst of all was that the doveôs left eye appeared 

warped from a wound on its head; the bird was a shocking sight.  

It wedged itself between two levels of the tray, where only sparrows and 

finches venture. Despite the trauma, it continued to look around alertly as it 

gobbled up seed. Once it had eaten its fill, it flew off as though nothing had 

happened. I never even had a chance to call a rehabber for advice.  

I wasnôt sure Iôd ever see the bird again, but 

to my surprise, it continued to return 

throughout the fall and winter. Each time it 

reappeared, it had grown back more 

feathers, but the bare patch atop its head 

was the slowest to fill in so it picked up the 

nickname ñBaldy.ò Fortunately, the injured 

eye healed; the dove could blink and 

appeared able to see, though its eyelid 

remained scarred, giving the eye a teardrop 

shape. Once all its feathers (including the 

missing tail) had grown back, that odd left 

eye was the only way to recognize it.  

In mid-March this year, Eric and I were watching the feeders and noticed a 

very handsome Mourning Dove with iridescent neck feathers strutting his stuff 

and elaborately preening on our patio while a slightly smaller and more drab 

dove looked on. She decided he was a desirable prospect; they ñkissedò bills a 

bit then proceeded to mate. When the male dove turned his head, we saw his 

unusual eye and discovered our old friend Baldy! The doves lounged awhile at 

the bird bath, where Baldy shooed away a rival male.  

The pair returned to our yard several 

times over the next couple of weeks, 

then Baldy started to visit the feeder 

alone. Our guess is the pair is 

nesting, as he tends to eat quickly 

and fly off in the same direction. 

(Since his mate has no battle scars, 

we canôt tell her from other female 

doves if sheôs visiting.) 

Every now and then, Baldy visits the feeder where I first saw him, but oddly 

enough, he doesnôt eat; he just looks around for awhile, almost as if the place 

has some strange significance.  - article and photos by Kristin Wegner 

Hoy Board of  Directors 
 

President:   
 Frank Sharkozy  262-770-2481  
 

Vice-President:  
 Elizabeth Wheeler  262-880-9250 

Treasurer:  
 Jim Veltman 262-886-9374 
 

Secretary: 

 Karen Gavahan 262-633-7136 
 

Directors: 
 

 John Dixon  

 Rick Fare 262-902-9020 

 Eric Howe  

 Helen Pugh 262-637-4359 

 Kristin Wegner 

 Jenny Wenzel 262-488-8077 

 John Krerowicz 262-694-8736 

  

Email addresses of Board members are 

available at: www.hoyaudubon.org 

 

Next Board of Directors Meeting:  
Thursday, August 18, 2016, 7:00 p.m. 
Sealed Air YMCA, 8501 Campus Drive  

Mount Pleasant, WI 53406 
All members are welcome to attend! 

 

The Hoy Honker is the newsletter of the 

Hoy Audubon Society, Inc. PO Box 044626, 

Racine, WI 53404. 

 

Copyright © 2016 Hoy Audubon Society. 

Copyright © of each work belongs to the 

author or creator of the work.  

 

Open committee positions:  

Field Trip Chair 

Conservation Chair 

 

Contact Hoy to help! 

Newsletter Editor 

Kristin Wegner 

   
  

Ideas for the newsletter?  Send your 

suggestions, recaps of birding seminars/

activities, fun facts, and birding tidbits to the 

attention of Newsletter Editor at:  

Hoy Audubon, PO Box 044626, Racine, WI 

53404 or email to:   

hoynewsletter@hoyaudubon.org 

Baldy and his mate 

http://www.hoyaudubon.org/
mailto:hoynewsletter@hoyaudubon.org
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The Great Egret has a much longer neck than a Snowy 

Egret, even if the Snowy has its neck stretched out while 

hunting or looking around. 

Approximate 

egret size 

comparisons: 

 

One more hint that can be helpful is that when feeding, the 

Snowy Egret is often much more active then the Great 

Egret, running through the water to chase and catch prey. 

The Great Egret is usually quite stealthy and deliberate 

while seeking prey. I have also seen a Snowy Egret shuffle 

its feet in the mud and water to scare prey into movement 

before it is caught. 

If you are lucky enough to see a Snowy Egret, hopefully 

these tips will help you make the identification. 

If your white egret is 

smaller than either of 

these, has a short 

yellow bill, and has 

orange legs, youôve 

spotted a Cattle 

Egret, another 

vagrant to Wisconsin. 

These are easier to 

distinguish from the 

other two egrets due 

to their size and the 

fact that they usually 

donôt wade. (They do 

hang around with 

cattle, though.) - John Dixon 

Great Egret vs. Snowy Egret 

Now that summer is here there is a chance to see some 

vagrants from other parts of the country that make their way 

into Wisconsin. One of those is the Snowy Egret, which is 

similar in appearance to the Great Egret, which is regularly 

seen here. As both egrets are large white wading birds, 

identification can be tricky. Here are a few tips to help tell 

them apart successfully. 

If you are lucky enough to see the two together, which does 

happen on occasion, the ID is easier as the Great Egret is 

much larger than the Snowy Egret. If seen separately there 

are field marks that will help with the ID. 

The adult Snowy Egret has a thin, black, medium length bill 

whereas the adult Great Egret has a long, yellow bill which 

is also a bit thicker. The Snowy also has bright yellow lores, 

the bare skin between the eye and the base of the bill, while 

the Great Egret has much duller lores, making the lores less 

conspicuous. The back of the Snowy Egretôs head has 

shaggy plumes, but the Great Egret has no head plumes. 

Both the Great and Snowy 

Egret have black legs, but if 

you get to see the feet of a 

Snowy Egret you will notice 

they are bright yellow in color 

while a Great Egretôs feet are 

the same color as the legs: 

black.  

Long 

yellow 

bill  

Very 

long 

neck 

Medium 

thinner 

black bill 

Shorter 

neck 

Black 

legs 

and 

yellow 

feet 

Yellow lores with 

bare skin between 

eye and base of bill 

Black 

legs and 

feet 

John Dixon 

Kristin Wegner 

Kristin Wegner Kristin Wegner 

Kristin Wegner 

Plumes 


